The Prez Says

By Jeff Johnston

emember when Annah

Emuge and Kate Schwad-
ron spoke to our club about the
Atai Orphanage in Uganda?
Their energy and passion were
contagious. Kim Hove’s dili-
gence in researching interna-
tional projects has lead to our
partnership with other Rotarians
to drill a well that will serve the
orphanage as well as the sur-
rounding village. See the article
on the back page for more infor-
mation. Thanks so much, Kim!

When Groundhog Day rolls
around (Feb. 2), thoughts turn to
spring. Regardless of whether
Punxsutawney Phil sees his
shadow or not, warmer weather
is not too far away. With that in
mind, our major fund raiser this
year will again be a golf tourna-
ment. The date is set for Mon-
day, May 17th. Get it on your
calendar now.

We need everyone’s energy to
help make this a successful
event. What can you do? Puta
foursome of your friends or cli-
ents together. Raise your hand
when golf chair, Jonathan Mor-
gan, asks for volunteers. Do-
nate or solicit an auction item --
or an excitement-generating raf-
fle item!

The money raised by the golf
tournament will allow President-
Elect Nick Roberts to fund fu-
ture projects. It's what Rotary is
all about.....

Service Above Self
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Kung Hay Fat Choy!

Thursday, February 11, 2010
6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. Cocktails
7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Gala Dinner & Celebration

Rotary - 2010 Chinese New Year's Party
Wan Fu Chinese Restaurant
120333 Manchester Rd
Des Peres, MO. 63131
314-821-7999

Fee: $30 per person.
Please sign up and bring check to next Rotary Meeting

Experience: Priceless

Scenes from our Chinese New Year Party 2009

As president of the Rotary Club of Houston, it had been Michelle
Bohreer's dream to travel to Haiti and conduct a service project to
improve the lives of children there.

& On 12 January, 45 minutes into a weeklong
trip to Port-au-Prince to do just that, the
dream quickly spiraled into a nightmare.

g Bohreer and a team of five Rotarians from
Houston were heading into Haiti's capital

== city to implement a water project for an or-

& phanage when a powerful earthquake
rocked the area, causing widespread devas-
tation.

"Minutes after the quake happened, thou-

Haitians in Port-au-Prince minutes
after the earthquake struck.

(Continued on page 3)
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Des Peres Rotary Record
Desk Duty | nvocation Duty Happy Birthday

February 4..................... Jm Smith February 4...................... Lou Bopp _
February 11........ Chinese New Year February 11........ Chinese New Year February 7.................. Mike Rose
February 18........... John Steuterman  February 18.................. Fred Bueler February 8............ Boyd Atteberry
February 25................ Bill Thomas February 25...............Bob Croghan February 19.......... Norma Johnson
March4................... Rich Waigand March4............... Thomas Douglass February 28.............. Dave Patton
March 11.................. Roy Weisheit March11...................... Eric Emery
March18............ccee Bill Wiley March18..................... Dave Forrest
March 25............. Chuck Ainsworth  March 25..................e. Dave Galli
\
‘ Preview of Coming Attractions
Des Peres Rotary Website
lljlzlzjrgpaerak:r-- Extended fellowship. No sched- waw.desperesrotary.org
February 11 -- Chinese New Y ear Party at Rotary International Website

www.rotary.org

District 6060 Website
www.rotary6060.org

Wan Fu. No morning meeting.
February 18 -- The History of Scouting / Nick Roberts
February 25 -- Membership Day -- speaker TBA

February 2
Happy

DES PERES ROTARY CLUB

2008 - 2009 OFFICERS

Jeff JONNSLON. ...cveevviviie s e e e PrESIdEN
° Nick Roberts.........cooovii i Vice President
|Iltel'()lty Pat GUIChet.................ooo L SECTELY
RICK GUEEITEZ..... e e Treasurer
Host: Lambert Airport Rotary DIRECTORS AND STAFF

Jim Smith....................Director of Club Service and Membership

When: Fr|day February 12 Jon Kremer.......oooovevviniiineeiiien, Director of Community Service
EricEmery........coeeoivvireiiinenen.. . Director of Vocationd Sarvice
12 noon KimHove.... ... Director of International Service

Mike Sabo & Dick Ryan................Socia Chair/Family of Rotary

. MikeLodes........covviniiiiiie e Foundation Chair
Where: The Oakland Park HO“day Inn ThomasDouglass .............c.vevvieeiniinnens Program Coordinator
4505 Woodson Road NOrmMa JONNSON. .. ...cve et e e e e Historian
. Boyd Atteberry, Bill Wiley & Paul Shaver..........Public Relations
St. LOL“S, MO 63134 MiIKE SADO0..... et e Sgt.at Arms
Fran McDani€l.........ovviviiee i e Web Editor

. Photographer.........ooovviiii Pat Guichet

Speaker / Topic: g
Mike Jones LYNNBOZZay........cooovvvvieeiiiei e e e Newsl etter Editor
Senior PO”Cy Advisor to Des Peres Rotary News is published monthly by the Rotary Club of Des

Peres, Missouri, P.O. Box 31006, Des Peres, MO 63131. Submit news by
thethird Thursday to Lynn Bozzay, 1515 Fawnvalley Dr., Des Peres, MO
63131. Phn (314) 974-0717 FAX (314) 961-4211

E-mail: Imbozzay @juno.com

Charlie Dooley and
Chairman of the Midwest-China Hub Commission

WULCAUIISI Ll lleN QUSRS IRVl QUIUROUERIICN | The Rotary Club of Des Peres meets at 7 am each Thursday at The
the goal of the City to have St. Louis Lambert Airport be- Missouri Athletic Club-West (MAC-West), 1777 Des Peres Road, St.
come a Midwest-China air cargo hub. Louis, MO 63131
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The Rotarian team arrives home in
Houston, Texas, USA
Photo courtesy of Michelle Bohreer

THE FUTURE OF ROTARY
IS IN YOUR HANDS

Hait

(Continued from page 1)

sands of people poured out into
the street running and screaming.
Hundreds were walking around
bleeding," says Bohreer. "It was mo-

ments like that when the absolute
catastrophe hit you."

The quake, the worst in the region in
more than 200 years, flattened
much of the capital, killing as many
as 200,000 and leaving millions
more injured. A massive interna-
tional relief operation is underway to
bring food, water, and medicine to
those who need it.

"l was overwhelmed by sights,
sounds, and smells that | will never
forget," says team member Vicki
Brentin, past president of the Hous-
ton club. "I held tight to the hands of
frightened, injured children and
looked deep into the eyes of their
mothers or fathers begging for help.
That left a compelling and lasting
impression on me."

Unable to leave the country, the
team members spent four days in
Port-au-Prince trying to help in any
way they could. They found a col-
lapsed hospital, sifted through the
wreckage, and found Tylenol and
antibiotic ointment to distribute to
injured people.

"The injuries were too severe for the
medicine we had, but receiving care
of any kind during that time gave
them hope. It gave us hope," says
Bohreer. "I've never been so proud
to be a Rotarian."

On 15 January, she and her team
were able to board a charter flight to
the Dominican Republic and, from
there, back to Houston, where they
arrived safely the next day.

Brentin said the team drew strength
from the Haitian people who they
encountered. "l was so moved by
the amazing spirit of the Haitian
people who, in the face of their own

Rotary theme for 2010-2011 »
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tragedy, pain and suffering, reached
out to us with such kindness and
concern for our well being."

Bohreer says her club will be back
to help the country rebuild.

"We as Rotary have an obligation to
take care of people who are suffer-
ing under such difficult conditions,"
she said.

From safety into catastrophe

A day after the earthquake, Caleb
Lucien, a member of the Rotary
Club of Pignon, and nine other Hai-
tians traveled 85 miles south from
Pignon to Port-au-Prince to assess
the damage and help victims.

"The city is completely destroyed,"
says Lucien, Health and Hunger Re-
source Group coordinator for District
7020 in the Caribbean. "We drove
past hundreds and hundreds of
dead bodies. The loss of life is be-
yond belief."

Lucien spent US$3,500 of his own
money on water and food to distrib-
ute to victims. He also searched for
Rotarians who he knew lived in af-
fected areas and helped evacuate
more than 120 injured people to
Pignon.

"It was not a time to feel or think
about the devastation. It was a time
to act," he says. "l grieve, but | have
to move forward and focus on get-
ting Rotarians to help in the recov-

ery.ll

He is working closely to bring relief
supplies to affected areas with Dis-
trict 7020's Haiti Task Force, estab-
lished two years ago to administer
financial aid to the nation.

"The immediate need for the next
two to six months is shelter, food,
and clean water," says Lucien. "In
the long term, | hope to see Rotary
help with rebuilding infrastructure
such as schools, hospitals, and
churches."

BUILDING COMMUNITIES
BRIDGING CONTINENTS
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International Update Sygge 7 0. MEteienn ™

Atai Orphanage Well Project, Uganda. Update from ' I
Kate Schwadron, Co-Chair, District 6060 Grants Subcom- P
mittee:

Our trip to the orphanage in Uganda was very success- Orphanage Fune

ful. We found a Rotary club in the nearby village of Soroti

and they were very willing to oversee the project. In fact they had done other wells in

the area so we met with the well drillers and they checked out the orphanage land for us.

They gave us an estimate of $9,000 US, and we have now collected enough money to

go ahead, with your club's $1,500. We're thrilled, because it was very clear that this is

the most important need the orphanage has. The
village of Agu was very poor also, and the driller
assured us that the well would be able to serve
about 2,000 people, which is the size of Agu vil-
lage, including the orphanage. Although the well will be on
orphanage land, the water will be made available to the villag-
ers as well.

Kate and Annah Emuge, President of the Atai Orphanage
Foundation, will speak to us in March with a project update.

Children at Atai Orphanage

Casa Materna, Matagalpa, Nicara-
OB\ Pil= 91l gua from Kitty Madden, liaison for

Mary Ann Jackman Friends of Casa Materna: How
) ; deeply grateful we are for your No-
STRIVING vember gift of $2,500 that will help
to support our follow-up work with |
IN RURAL Casa mothers in 12 rural communi- |} /
NICARAGUA ties. We now have close to 400

mothers that we meet with in these
communities. Your ongoing friend-
ship and support of our follow-up work has been so very important. New Year’s blessings to all!

Expectant mothers at Casa Materna

( Save the Date!!!

|fl=; b Des Peres Rotary Sth
Annual Golf Tournament

g Monday, May 17th

Crystal Springs Quarry




